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BH Police Have 
Clues In Slaying 


Longtime Grocer Sam Baum 


Killed By Shotgun 


A Bcnton Harbor grocer was 
men, three of whom reportedly 


SAM BAUM 
Slain Grocer 


shot and killed Monday after- 
noon in what police believe was 
ar; attempted robbery. 


Dead 
is Sam 
Baum, 55, 


operator of Bauni's grocery, 431 
Uiford street. 


were seen running from the 
store after the shooting and 
another believed to be the driver 
of a get-away car. 


Police said it did not appear 


(hat any money was missing. 


Police were searching for four 
The cash register containing $50 


VIOLENCE AMONG THE BLOSSOMS: A bright spring day in Benton Harbor 
was shattered by gun fire Monday'afternoon when Sam Baum, operator of this 
grocery at 21 Riford street, was killed. (Staff photo) 


Probe Creeps Closer 
Watergate Mud 
On Nixon's Shoes? 


By BROOKS JACKSON 
Associated Press Writer 


. WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
Watergate1 scandal continues to 
boil afler 
fresh 
reports of 


evidence that the White House 
tried to cover up the facts 
behind the wiretapping. 


There 
were- 
these 
new 


developments: 


—Sources 
close 
to 
the 


Senate's Watergate investiga- 
tion said President Nixon surely 
was aware of a coverup, and 
that evidence indicates top 
presidential 
aides 
H.R. 


Haldeman and'John Khrlich- 
nian 
participated 
in 
the 


coverup. 


—A lawyer for Nixon's cam- 


paign finance committee gave 
court officials three cartons of 
secret 
campaign 
spending 


records 
which 
had 
been 


withheld in apparent violation of 
an agreement to furnish them 
last November, fie said they 
include payroll records contain- 
ing the names of two of the Wa- 
tergate conspirators. 


—Transcripts of testimony 


before Ihe Watergate grand jury 
quoted convicted wirclapper 
James W. McCord Jr. as saying 
under oath that he had been of- 
fered executive clemency if he 


would remain silent about the 
conspiracy and serve more than 
a year in jail. 


—White House spokesman 


Gerald Warren again denied 
that 
Nixon 
had 
advance 


knowledge of plans for.wiretap- 
ping Democratic headcmaricrs 
last June. 
'• ' • •. 


The Senalc sources Monday 


declined to go into detail about 
evidence of a covcrup, hut .said 
' the operation included 
"at- 


tempts to pressure other of- 
ficials in the government to go 
along." 


The sources said Ihese other 


(See back page, sec. I, col. 6) 


was undisturbed and money was 
found in two other places in the 
store. There was no evidence of 
a struggle, but Baum may have 
offered resistance. 


"We believe it was attempted 


robbery with the bandit shoot- 
ing and then fleeing," said Del. 
Lt. Harold Harris "We don't 
know of any other motive." 


The suspected get-away car 


was described as black and 
green Cadillac. Police said they 
have clues to the identities of 
the three men who fled from the 
store. 


A preliminary palhologist's 


report indicated Baum was 
struck in the right side at close 
range (a matter of inches) by a 
shotgun blast, Harris said. 


In addition to the money in the 


cash 
register, 
police 
also 


found a box containing 11 
pounds of change near the 
register. Almost $12 was found 
in Bauni's pants pocket. 


Detectives believe there were 


other persons in the store at the 
time of Ihe shooliiig. These wit- 
nesses have not been located 
and police ask them to come 
forward. 


The shooting was reported at 


4:08 by a resident of the area 
who heard.a shot and then saw 
three inen. running on the walk 
by the store. 


Police found Baum in Ihe 


middle of the floor. He altempl- 
ed to talk to officers but they 
couldn't understand him. He 
was pronounced dead at 4:23 
p.m. in the emergency room of 
Mercy hospital. 


The Baum family had operat- 


ed the grocery on Riford for 
about 35 years. The area, for- 
merly known as Little Brooklyn, 
became a black neighborhood in 
the IflliO's. 


Baum 
was 
the 
second 


businessman to be murdered in 
the Little Brooklyn area in the 
past nine months. A 
tavern 


owner, Leonid Sakovski, was 
shot to death last July by an 
irate 
patron 
al 
Lenny's 


Brooklyn tavern, ;!79 Territorial 
road. 


Sam 
Baum's 
father 
had 


previously been in the grocery 
business on Territorial. When 
he died, his widow, Eva, opened 
the Riford grocery. 


Sam Baum joined in operation 
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of the store just before 1940. He 
was in the Army in World War 
II and returned to the business 
after being discharged. 


Mr. Baum was known as a 


crack Softball pitcher in the old 


(See hack page, sec. 1, col 5> 
Judge 
Ponders 
Decision 
OnLMC 


BY BILL RUSH 


Staff Writer 


The Lake Michigan college 


Federation of Teacher's request 
for 
reinstatement 
of 
fired 


faculty members was taken 
under advisement Monday by 
U.S. District Judge Noel Fox in 
Grand Rapids. 


Also taken under advisement 


.were a request by the uhioii to 
postpone termination hearings 
until teachers have been reins- 
tated, and a motion by the 
college to have the case referred 
to a three-judge federal district 
court panel. .Judge Fox indicat- 
ed he would render a decision in 
the near future. 


Representatives 
from 
the 


union, college and state media- 
tion board met in conference 
with Judge Fox during the day 
followed by a nearly lliree-hour 
court hearing that ended after 7 
p.m. 


The hearing resulted from a 


suit filed by the union which 
contends fired teachers were 
entitled to termination hearings 
prior to their removal. In an 
amended complaint filed late 
last week, the union asked for 
reinstatement 
of 
teachers 


claiming they are suffering 
irreparable economic harm. 


Teachers went on strike Feb. 


15 after working nearly six 
months without a contract. On 
March 5, 54 of them were fired 
for refusing to return to work. 
The college claims the strike is 
illegal and the union claims 
teachers 
were 
forced 
into 


striking by the college's unfair 
labor practices. 


During the testimony, Judge 


Fox said that firing employees 
when 
inflation 
is "at 
its 


highest" can be construed as 
capital 
punishment. 
"What 


about their mortgage payments, 
their 
refrigerator anil 
car 


payments* and emergencies?" 
he said. 


If the college made a proposal 


after fact -finding to withdraw 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 1) 


The vice president of the St. 


Joseph letter carriers union is- 
sued a statement Monday say- 
ing the local president has been 
told to stop protesting transfer 
of personnel from St. Joseph to 
the Benton Harbor post office. 


Arthur 
Grossman, 
vice 


president of Local 653, said: 
"Our 
president 
(Mr, 
Lee 


Nower) has been advised not to 
make anymore statements in 
order toehold his job. 


"We are sorry that the whole 


truth cannot come out, but we 
must keep in line to protect our 
jobs." 


Grossman thanked SI, Joseph 


residents for their support in 
trying to prevenl reduction of 
personnel at the St. Joseph post 
office, "Hoping this will explain 
why you haven't heard from us 
before,' he concluded. 


In other developments in the 


announced pending transfer of 
39 of 52 St. Joseph postal 
workers, St. Joseph Mayor 


Franklin H. Smith said he and 
banker John Slubhlefield had 
been invited to confer this af- 
ternoon with a postal official. 


Smith said 
the invitation 


came from Lorcn C. Glover, 
mail processing representative 
for the Postal Service's Grand 
Kapids district office. 


It was (Mover who confirmed 


April 5 that the transfer would 
be made within 45 to fid days. 
Reasons cited were overcrowd- 
ing in the St. Joseph office. The 


transferred 
employes would 


remain under direction of the 
St. Joseph postmaster. 


Smith said he assumed Glover 


extended the invitation because 
both he and Slnbblefield are 
highly opposed to the shift of 
personnel. The St. Joseph city 
commission has gone on record 
against it and Local President 
Nowe/has called for a block- 
by-hlnck petition campaign. 


The St. Joseph Business 


division of merchants at Us 


regular meeting last week dis- 
tributed letters to members to 
be sent to Michigan's U.S. 
senators and Fourth District 
congressman 
opposing 
the 


transfer. 


Local President Nowcr has 


charged the shift will slow 
delivery of mail in St. Joseph by 
as much as two days. All St. 
Joseph mail carriers and all of 
the office's rolling stock would 
be 
transferred 
under 
the 


original announcement. 


DEATH ON THE WIND: A skydiver, Steven John Campbell, 24, of'Los Angeles 
dangles in death from 12,000-voll power lines near Lake Elsinorc, Calif., Sunday' 
after a strong wind blew him on to the lines. Officials said he died instantly (AP 
Wirepholo) 


Damage Is Extensive 
Williamsburg Looks 
Like A Ghost Town 


By QUAKE KEN YON 


Associated Press Writer 


W1LL1AMSBUHU, 
Mich. 


(AP) - Walking through gas- 
filled Williamsburg is like being 
in a ghost town. 


Dmirs are open. Windows are 


raised. Clothes flap on a line 
behind an empty house. 


This village of 2(1(1 persons is 


deserted because or a sudden 
plague of natural gas eruptions. 


Since Wednesday, natural gas 


has broken through the ground 
in hundreds of places and filled 
a mile-square area with gas 
fumes. 


"We first told 'cm it would be 


al least a week before they could 


gel back," said Traverse County 
Sheriff Richard Weiler. "Now 
we're talking ;\t least two 
weeks." 


But other officials said it may 


be several months before life 
gi'ls 
back 
to 
normal 
in 


Williamsburg. Virtually every 
structure in the village is over 
or near one of the many 
blowholes caused by gas erup- 
tions. 


Extensive damage already 


has been caused in the village. 
One blowhole erupted near the 
village Town Hall, seriously un- 
dermining the structure, built 
in 188(1. Another is eating- away 
Michigan 72. and the highway 


doubtless will have to be rebuilt. 


Several neatly trimmed front 


lawns in the village now feature 
ugly mud basins as much as 1(1 
feet across and more thaji live 
feet deep. 


In one bouse, newsmen could 


hear a steady hiss as if someone 
had left a gas line turned on. 


Ironically, until last Wednes- 


day's eruptions, then- was no 
natural 
gas 
service 
in- 


Williamsburg. Residents used 
propane oil or electric heat. 


The perimeter of the deserted 


village was heavily palrolcd, 
both to keep out looters and to 


iSec hack page, sec. I, col. 7) 


SJ Mailmen Claim Muzzling 


GLACIAL TRENCH 


,_.8rLIEVED 
TO BE OLD D» 
GASIN6UYCIAL 
TOUCH 
ONLY 


NEEDSTOGO 


loo'OF 


SHM-E TO GET INTO 
DRIFT AND R6ACW 
SURFACE 


85 TihiS LS U" artisl's ™11<;L'I>li«» <l™«'n »»' Detroit Free 
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Locked In 
Bruce Biossat 


The Very Vexing Problem 


Of School Tax 'Equality9 


Almost everyone supports equal op- 


portunity in public education — in 
principle. Far fewer arc willing to pay 
the price of providing it, as the long 
struggle over school desegregation 
amply demonstrates. 


Now the stress has shifted from 


racial to fiscal inequality in the public 
schools, and the battle rages as before. 
When the U.S. Supreme.Court handed 
down its landmark school desegrega- 
tion decision in 1954, it asserted that 
"The opportunity of an education- 
...musl be made available to all on 
equal terms." 


In the same spirit, the California 


Supreme Court held in 1971 that the 
state's system of financing public 
schools largely through local property 
taxes violated the 14th Amendment's 
equal-protection clause. The court 
noted that affluent areas were able to 
finance good schools, while poor ones 
could not. It thus concluded that 
"Education may not be a function of 
wealth, except the wealth of the state 
as a whole." 


Civil libertarians were convinced 


that a case like that in California 
eventually would reach 
the U.S. 


Supreme Court, and they were right. 
The court agreed to review a suit 
brought by Demetrio P. Rodriguez, a 
Mexican-American 
civil 
service 


worker from San Antonio, Texas. 
"Rodriguez is the best school case in 
the country," said David Long of the 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights 
Under Law. "Real people in a real 
school district, members of a minority 
group, getting screwed by the state." 
. Long's optimism was misplaced. In 
its opinion in the Rodriguez case, 
handed 
down on March 21, the 


Supreme Court ruled that state laws 
for financing public services should 
not 
be 
declared unconstitutional 


"merely because the burdens or 
benefits 
thereof 
fall 
unevenly, 


depending upon the relative wealth of 
the political subdivisions in which ci- 
tizens live." 


The net effect of the Rodriguez 


decision was to leave the matter of 


public-school financing in the hands of 
the states. Many, perhaps most, will 
continue to rely on locally levied 
property taxes. In recent years, 
Michigan has depended roughly 50 per 
cent on local property taxes, 50 per 
cent on revenues collected and dis- 
persed by the stale. 


Now, under orders from the State 


Supreme Court, the Michigan Legisla- 
ture is trying to come up with a school 
tax package that will wipe out the 
worst inequities among "rich" and 
"poor" districts. Gov. Milliken has put 
an equalizer measure through the 
Senate, and its chance of House pas- 
sage appear good. 


Other states, however, appear ready 


to abandon local property taxes for 
school financing. Foremost is Oregon. 
Under a plan approved by the Oregon 
legislature in March, 
the slate 


government would assume virtually' 
all public-school operating costs. The 
measure will be voted upon by the 
people of Oregon in a special referen- 
dum May 1. 


The Oregon plan calls for virtual 


elimination 
of 
local 
residential 


property 
taxes 
for 
schools 
and 


provides for the state to pay 95 per cent 
of operating expenses. The money 
would come from a 32 per cent 
increase in personal income taxes, 
higher corporate taxes, a business- 
profits tax, and a statewide tax on in- 
come-producing property. 


The school-financing debate involves 


more than just educational quality. 
Properly values lend lo be low in a city 
such as Jersey City because property 
tax rates are high. And properly 
values are high in suburban Milburn, 
N.J., partly because rates are low. 
Thus, any move to equalize tax rates 
might have a similar effect on market 
values. Moreover, many parents fear 
that state funding of public schools 
will lead to loss of local control and 
general leveling-down of educational 
standards. Supporters of fairer school 
financing will have'to convince these 
skeptics that equity is not a synonym 
for mediocrity. 


Deep Sea Oil Rush 


The great North Sea oil rush is on. 


Beneath this harsh and stormy body of 
water lie gas and oil deposits greater 
than anyone had imagined. The recent 
discoveries off the coast of Scotland 
have been described as the most im- 
portant of their kind for Britain in 200 
years. 


The timing and location of the North 


Sea find could hardly have been bel- 
ter. Oil has been discovered on Bri- 
tain's doorstep at a time when energy 
prices have begun to soar. Last, year, 
the country imported more than §2.5 
billion worth of oil. The government 
estimates thai Norlh Sea oil win bring 
•a SI.5 billion improvement in Britain's 
balance of payments by 1980. 


So far, around 250 test wells have 


.been drilled in British territorial 
waters, leading to the discovery of a 
dozen commercial gas fields and an 
equal number of large oil reservoirs. 
The Forties Field alone is estimated to 
contain recoverable reserves of two 
billion barrels. Thirty oil rigs are now 
operating in the British sector of the 
North Sea, and three dozen ships may 
be engaged in drilling this summer. 


No oil has been extracted commer- 


cially to date. The initial flow will 
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begin in the middle of next year, and 
by 1975 a production capacity of one 
million barrels a day is expected. The 
.impact of exploration already is being 
felt. Enough gas has been found to 
quadruple the size of Britain's gas 
industry and more lhan double con- 
sumption by 1975. 


Because of the great dept of the 


Norlh Sea, to say nothing of the gales 
that frequently sweep across it, Hie 
drilling operation is both cosily and 
risky. Rigs costing $25 million each 
have been broken up by the winter 
storms. The capital cost of extracting 
oil from the North Sea is at leasl 20 
times greater than that of on-shore 
installations in the Middle East. 


British Petroleum took out a §900 


million bank loan last September to 
finance development of its Forties 
Field, 115 miles from the Scottish 
coast. The Shell/Esso group plans to 
spend $1.5 billion on exploitation of the 
Brent and Cormorant fields. 


The Logistical problems involved in 


recovery of the North Sea's riches are 
formidable. Most of the fields are al 
least 100 miles from the coast and 
more than 200 miles from the nearest 
refinery. In.addition, the deep water 
hampers pipeline construction and 
storms make shipping unfeasible one 
day out of ever five. To sidestep Ihesc 
obstacles, 'Phillips Petroleum has iji- 
slalled a one million-barrel concrete 
storage tank in its drilling area, while 
Shell is considering development of a 
floating storage facility for the Brent 
Field. 


Euphoria about Ihe North Sea's 


promise is tempered by charges that 
loo much of the drilling is being done 
by American subcontractors. U.S. 
companies have constructed an ins- 
talled most of the drilling platforms, 
and barges 
operated by American 


concerns have laid much of the un- 
derwater pipeline. 


"Britain has permitted Americans 


to dominate the industry," fumed the 
Sunday Times of London, to such an 
c.Ylcnt lhat "much of the balance of 
paymcnls bcncfil in fact passes into 
foreign hands." 


Exports To Japan 


On Upward Spiral \ 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


S,r CITY BUDGET 
UP 9.9 PERCENT 
— 1 Year Ago — 


A tentative city budget of 


S2.48li,899 for the 1972-73 fiscal 
year, representing an increa.se 
of S224.027 or 9.9 per cent, was 
accepted Monday night by the 
St. Joseph city commission. 


It is the biggest increase in at 


least the last six years, but the 
budget still'will not require any 
increase in the property tax 


and net earnings jumped 33.4 
per 
cent. John H. Platts, 


president, said a stabilizing oE 
prices in the appliance industry, 
the best experienced since 1959, 
played a major role in the 
good showing. 


EDITOR'S 
MAILEAG 


KEPLIES TO CRITICS 
OF SODUS TRANSFER 


Editor, 
..' 
r' 


As 
a 
citizen 
p£ Sodus 


Township, I would L'kc to have 
my say about the attacks on the 
Sodus. transfer to Eau Claire. 


For one'thing, the NAACP, 


the' SHE A, and Mayor. Joseph 
of Benton Harbor, have been 
using racism as a reason for 
Sodus to leave the Benton 
Harbor School District. This is 
not our reason for leaving at 
all, we haven't even mentioned 
it. 


Bcnlon Harbor claims that 71) 


teachers voted that the school 
district stays as is. There are 
526 teachers, so what happened 
to the rest of the votes. 


Another thing, Benton Har- 


bor or any other city, should 
not liave the legal right to hold 
a township against its will. 
This is against the law ot 
freedom, as well as the Cons- 
titution. The Constitution states 
that \ve are a free country, and 
a free people. This is why 
America fought so hard to be 
free from the British. I feel 
that Benton Harbor is trying to 
hold us for the same reasons. 


The people who live in Sodus 


that are against the transfer 
shouldn't have any gripes. If 
they want to continue lo send 
their children lo Benlon Har- 
bor, then so be it. 


I would like to ask the people 


of Sodus lo please attend the 
final hearing on Tuesday, April 
24, at 7:30 p.m. in the Berrien 
Springs High School. I would 
also like to congratulate and 
thank 
the 
Benton 
Harbor 


School Board fur voting, and 
nol being opposed 
to the 


transfer. 


Daniel Kunst 
Sodus 


GENOCIDE TREATY 


IS OPPOSED 


Kditor 
Jlon. Mike Mansfield 
U.S. Senate 
Washington D.C. 20510 
Dear Senator Mansfield: 


1 understand the Genocide 


Treaty 
has 
been 
rccenlly 


approved by Ihc Scnalc Foreign 
Relations committee and could 
lie brought up before the Senate 
for consideration at any lime. 
The ratification of this treaty 
would make it the supreme law 
of the land above local, stale 
and 
federal 
laws, 
thereby 


bringing about further erosion 
of our Constitutional system. 


The 
treaty attacks 
in- 


dividuals, but excludes protec- 
tion to political groups as per 
appeasement lo the Soviets, 
llicrcby exempting (hose only — 


millage and without any general- 
.Sales for the first three 


bike in properly valuations. 
• months rose 22.4 per cent over 


the corresponding period in 1962 


SALES UP 


AT WHIRLPOOL 
—10 Years Ago — 


Reports from Whirlpool cor- 


poration's annual meeting of 
stockholders held yesterday at 
Chicago confirmed rumors that 
the company would experience 


HIT GERM ANY 
AND ROMANIA 


— 29 Years Ago — 


Around 
3,000 
American 


planes attacked the southwest 
German 
aircraft centers of 


Friedrichshafen and Munich 
and the Romanian traffic hubs 
(if Bucharest and Ploesti and !he 
Romanian 
traffic 
hubs 
of 


Bucharest and Ploesti today in. 
coordianted assaults from Bri- 


an excellent first quarter this 
year. 


the Communist governments — 
which are still committing 
genocide on a wide scale. 


With the treaty enactment we 


could, possibly witness more 
violence, turnmoil and anti- 
American propaganda, if courts 
become filled with cases "ac- 
cused" of genocide, as it ap- 
pears that anyone could be ac- 
cused of Ibis international 
crime if but giving helpful in- 
formation in arrest or con- 
tributing to the conviction of a 
criminal who most certainly 
would be a member of some "— 
national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group —". 


As Senate Majority Leader 


will you use your influence in 
opposing Ihis treaty and refuse 
lo bring it before the Senate? 
Genocide does not occur in the 
United States, and never will as 
Icing as we have a Constitutional 
Republic. 


Betty Edinborough 


Benton Harbor 


WASHINGTON (NBA) 
-The 


big news in the trade field is not 
just that our deficit with Japan 
seems in fact to be narrowing,' 
but thai the Japanese are 
making so much of it. 


Ambassador 
Ushiba, 
a 


tireless traveler in this country, 
told a group of southern gover- 
nors in South Carolina that 
Japan's imports of U.S. goods 
went up 42 per cent in the past 
three months, while its already 
huge exports to the United 
Slates rose just lli.G per cent. He 
is not including March. 


The 
ambassador 
said, 


furthermore, that the upward 
trend of his country's imports 
from 
here 
is 
continuing 


strongly. 


Ushibu called this a "most 


encouraging pattern," and lie 
wanls it lo be exactly that. He 
told me in a brief interview 
before his South Carolina visit 
that Japan hopes newer figures 
will show the gap still smaller" 
by the lime Congress begins 
considering President Nixon's 
trade proposals on May 7. 


Those proposals, of course, 


would give the President broad" 
discretionary power to impose 
new trade barriers as well as 
iower, or wipe put existing ones. 
Tokyo fears that the protec- 
tionist mood in Congress, rein- 
forced 
by 
labor 
leaders' 


complaints about the "export" 
of U.S. jobs to our trading 
rivals, could stiffen the negative 
aspects of Mr. .Nixon's bill. 


Kissinger 
Blasts Red 
Violations 


NEW YORK (AP) — Henry A. 


Kissinger-has accused Ihe North. 
Vietnamese of systematically 
violating-important clauses nt 
the 
Vietnam 
ceasefire 


agreement, including commit- 
ments lo withdraw troops from 
Cambodia and Laos. 


"We have been very disap- 


pointed with Ihe compliance by 
Ihc 
North 
Vietnamese," 


President Nixon's foreign policy 
adviser lold Ihe annual As- 
sociated Press . membership 
meeting Monday. 


"The profound problem we 


face as a nation today is whether 
we should sign an agreement 
Jind, when it is totally violated,' 
act as if the signature ... should 
simply 
he 
treated 
as 


irrevclant," he said. 


Leary Sentenced 


SAN LUIS OBISPO (AP) - 


Dr. Timothy Leary has been 
sent to Folsom Stale Prison to 
serve from six months to five 
years for escaping from the 
California Men's Colony. 


Superior Courl Judge Richard 


K Harris ordered the sentence 
™ Monday and ruled that 
Leary, 42, must serve the time 
conscculivcly with an earlier 
term of six months to 10 years 
for marijuana possession. 


tain and Italy. 


Art 
aircraft 
factory 
at 


Belgrade in Yugoslavia also was 
bombed. The coordinated attack 
was described as the heaviest of 
the war. 


MORE ENTRIES 
— 39 Years Ago — 


Eleven more entries have 


beeii received for the Nile o* 
Nile parade, and more than a 
hundred are expected from the 
two towns. 


TO SAIL SOON 


— 49 Years Ago — 


Mrs. B.C. Shcpard of the 


Shepard & Benniiig company 
will sail on Ihe S.S. Olympic on 
May 3 for a six weeks' stay in 
Paris, France. 


NEW EQUIPMENT 
— 59 Years Ago — 


J. P. Rawlings installed a new 


coffee grinder and pulverizer in 
his store on Slate street. 


COMPLETE PLANKING 


— 83 Years Ago — 


The planking ou Wayne street 


hill has Ijccn completed. It is a 
much': traveled thoroughfare 
today, where a week ago a man 
was likely to lose the buckles off 
his harness or the buttons off his 
coat. 


BERRY'S WORLD 


Hence the pressure lo produce 
Javorable news. 


Stories pouring out of Tokyo, 


usually lost in the business' 
pages, stress Japan's continu- 
ing moves to liberalize trade 
with America and others. New 
cuts on its import quotas have 
been announced, and tariffs are 
down. 


Actually, Japan's tariffs are 


no longer a key obstacle. Cuts 
running to 20 per cent are not 
reported to contribute much lo 
improving the export-import 
balances. And Tokyo now has 
import quotas on only 33 items, 
fewer than there arc in France 
or West Germany. 


The rub is that all but nine of 


these items are agricultural 
products, some of which, like 
oranges, the United States 
\vquld like lo sell in the 
Japanese market. And among 
Hie nine nonfarm items are 
computers, a field in which \ve 
have a big competitive edge but 
also one Tokyo is trying hard to 
develop at home. 


The respected British jour- 


nal. The Economist, notes also 
that around CO per cent of 
Japan's imports inevitably con- 
sist of fuel and raw'materials. 
'Since that country's steady 
growth increases the demand 
lor those essentials, cTianges in 
tariffs and quotas seem unlikely 
to have too much effect toward 
altering 
the 
character 
of 


Japan's imports from us and 
others. 


POW Torture 


Not Surprising 


Why anyone should actually 


be" surprised that our POWs 
were tortured by the North 
Vietnamese and the Viet Cong is 
a IHtle hard to understand. 
Torture is absolutely com- 
monplace for prisoners in the 
hands of Asian military, and it 
has nothing to do with Com- 
munism. 


The imperial Japanese — 


could anyone forget? — behaved 
despicably to our POWs. The 
Kuomintang and. the Com- 
munist Chinese were equally 
brutal. Nor need anyone have 
any illusions about the South 
Vietnamese. 
On 
strategic 


grounds, I consider that the 
communization of Southeast 
Asia would be a disaster, but 
Ibis does not mean 1-liat 1 am 
under any illusions about life in 
Saigon's jails and prison camps. 


The tnrlurc revelations do, 


however, shed a HOIK! deal of 
light on fhose who have been 
presenting themselves us the 
keepers of our .conscience, 
zooming off on "nighl-flighls to 
Hanoi" and returning with 
hymns of praise lo the courteous 
.little brown men they met there 
and in the rice-paddies, so 
gentle, so wise. To put it 
bluntly, these people have been 
flacking 
for 
tortures: 
the 


"O.K., Stan Smith, get ready.' You're up against Chris 


Ertrt .todnf!" 


. f 
• . ,- _ . - ..j>,. 


Berrigan . T|rofhe(s.,v Ramsey^ 
Clark;" >Ja'ne.t: Fonda, • Y-To'm, 
Hayden,'.Mary, McCarthy,.Cora 
Weiss, Susan Sonlag, ahd'Da've 
Dellfnger. 


Ramsey Clark is typical. He 


took a quick trip to Hanoi, 
visited the "Hanoi Hilton" POW 
camp — though not its notorious 
"Room 18" — and saw a lew 
carefully selected and super- 
vised .POWs. ' Whereupon he 
bursl inlo song. The treatment 
the POWs were receiving was 
humane and civilized, they were 
in marvelous shape, etc. And 
Clark is only one of a long 
parade of such flacks — visiting 
Hanoi, rushing home and into 
print with articles and books, 
cashing-in in a big way, hitting 
(lie campus lecluru circuit and 
salting away lop fees, bringing 
the news of the noble North to 
agog student audiences. Uncle 
Ho, the George Washington of 
his 
country, 
as 
George 


McGovern iisal to call him. 


If you.-want a laugh, lake a 


look at the Bulletin of Con- 
cerned Asian Scholars, a Maoist 
organ which is the academic 
version of the flacking operation 
noted above. All those noble 
Communists, sn different from 
the corrupt Thieu, the corrupt 
Marcos, etc. The most recent 
issue includes some rather sen- 
limpiHal Communist poems, 
one by old Ho himself. 


As a matter of fact, even in 


the conlext of the history of tor- 
lure, the North Vietnamese 
approach seems rather far out. 
Col. Risncr spenl four years in 
solitary 
confinement. 
Col. 


Cherry, a black, was tortured 
Tor three months, was beaten 
five times a day, and spent 82 
days in ropes and irons. We 
hear the grisly details of the 
rope-torture and the '.'jumbo 
irons," which caused feet lo 
swell up like "elephant feet with 
litlle knobs as Iocs." Prisoners 
wore lied on anthills. A broken 
arm was worked up and down 
"like a pump." 


Compared with the North 


Vietnamese, Ilie Greek colonels 
look like YMCA desk clerks. 
"No Ameritan." writes liberal 
columnist Harriot Van Home, 
"can 
read 
Major 
Floyd 


Knshncr's account of life in a 
Viet Cong prison camp and not 
be choked wilh pity — and rage. 
Dachau, Auschwitz, and the 
foulest prisons of aur Civil War 
were not as vile ~ incredible as 
it seems — as the V.C. camps." 


Tell us more, Ramsey. Let's 


hear from you, Dan and Phil 
and Susan and Mary, and you, 
you Concerned Asian Scholars. ' 
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SJ Schools Asking Renewal 
Of 4.3 Mills In June Vote 


St. Joseph school district 


voters will ballot on a 4.3 mill 
operating levy June 11—the 
same special operating lax they 
approved last year—as a result 
of Board of Education action 
Monday night. 


Voters will also pick a third 


scliool board member as a 
result of the resignation of 
Arthur 
Franzen 
submitted 


following reassignment by his 
employer. Whirlpool Corp. The 
reassignment will cause Fran- 
zen to move out of the school 
district. His resignation was 
immediately accepted. 


William C. Rohn, immediate 


past president of the citizens 
advisory council, was named to 
serve to June 30. Rohn said he 
doubts if he will be a candidate. 


Previously the two,incum- 


bents, Dr. Dean K. Ray and 
Douglas'Burr, announced they 
would not be candidates for re- 
election. So far only one can- 
didate, Mrs. 
Frank V. Z. 


(Beverly) Linn.'has filed.. 


A third ballot decision was set 


up when the board approved a 
building and site tax proposal of 
0.35 mills to raise $42,000 to 
install kitchens in Washington, 


Jefferson and Lincoln elemen- 
tary schools. 


The 4.3 mill operating tax will 


be for one year. H was approved 
July 31, 1972 following rejection 
on a 5.1 mill levy on June 12, 
1972. The tax is designed to 
raise $526,000 which is-almost 
12 per cent of the system's $4.4 - 
million budget. 


The decision not to seek a 


raise in the face of rising costs 
originally was recommended by 
the advisory council. They told 
the board not to add any new 
programs. The reduction of 
eight teachers following a drop 
in enrollment, a S3 million hike 
in assessed valuation and other 
economies will give the district 
a black ink budget. 


The decision to put 
the 


kitchen installation on a special 
ballot stems from the pos- 
sibility of getting $27,000 in 
stale funds for kitchen equip- 
ment. The proposal will declare 
the kitchens will be installed 
specifically 
at 
the 
three 


elementary 
schools in 
St. 


Joseph. 


With kitchens in operation it 


would be possible to serve hot 
lunches to children bused in 
from the country, those that live 
a distance from school and 
children whose parents work. 
The project is seen as equaliz- 
ing services already offered in 


ARTHUR FRANZEN 


Leaving SJ Board 


the three rural schools. 


The board discussed at length 


the advantages of remedial 
reading. No action was taken 
but Supl. Richard Ziehmer said 
the program will b« continued 
and 
possibly 
expanded 
if 


matching funds are available 
and slate aid does not drop. 


Franzen, 1801 Ntles avenue, 


St. Joseph, was appointed to the 
hoard in 1966 to succeed Don 
Weiland who moved out of the 
district. Franzen subsequently 
won election to the remaining 


two years of that term and won 
a four-year term in 1988 and 
1972. There are three years 
remaining on his term. 


Rohn, 56, of 4799 Naomi Lane. 


St. Joseph, is an engineer, a 
graduate of St. Joseph High 
scliool and Valparaiso univer- 
sity and vice president 
of 


Wolverine Metal Stamping Co. 
North Shore drive, Bcnton Har- 
bor. 


Rohn 
was 
attending 
the 


meeting in his capacity as a 
advisory council member when 
Kay Dumke, vice president of 
the board spotted him and sug- 
gested he fill Franzen's posi- 
tion. If the St. Joseph board did 
not name a successor to Fran- 
zen 
then 
the 
Intermediate 


school board would name the 
member. 


Rohn said he did not think he 


would he a candidate for either 
a 
full 
term 
or 
Franzen's 


remaining three years. He said 
he does not have children in 
school now and said he thinks 
candidates with youngsters in 
school should have priority. 
Rohn, who has served a number 
of years on the advisory council, 
is expected to face a draft tor 
him to run. 


Franzeii's new assignment 


was not disclosed since public 
announcement has not yet been 
made by Whirlpool Corp. 


Mercy Board 
Honors Gideon 


Coloma Boy, 12, 
Dies 24 Hours 
After Accident 


SHORT TERM: William C. Rohn (left) takes oath 
of office on the St. Joseph Board of Education. 
Supt. Richard Ziehmer administers the oath. Rohn, 
immediate past president of the citizen's advisory 
council, succeeds Arthur Franzen who resigned 
Monday night following reassignment by Whirlpool 
Corp. Rohn will serve until June 30. (Staff photo) 


First BH Forum 
Wednesday At 
Seely McCord 


COLOMA — A Coloma middle 


school student died yesterday 
afternoon about 24 hours after 
lie was involved in a car-truck 
accident in which he at first in- 
dicated he was not injured. 


Dead at 3:05 p.m. at South 


Bend Memorial hospital was 
Steven Knezevic, 12, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Milan Knezevic, route' 
2, US-33, Coloma. The youth was 
transferred to South Bend from 
St. Joseph Memorial, where he 
had been taken earlier in llic 


day after complaining of head 
pains, his father reported. 


Coroner in South Bend who 


performed an autopsy reported 
cause of death was bleeding 
the brain. He said the boy had a 
bruise on the right side of his 
head. "I'm sure death was due 
to the accident," the coroner 
said. 


Steven was a seventh grade 


student 
at 
Coloma middle 


school. 


The elder Knezevic said this 


For 26 years of service on the board of 


trustees of Benton Harbor Mercy hospital,' 
including 10 as president, Leon P. Gideon 
(left) is presented plaque in recognition of 
his contributions and leadership. Making 
presentation is Robert B. Willemin, who last 
December succeeded Gideon as president. 
Gideon remains an active member of the 
board. 


The plaque is inscribed with a formal 


resolution passed by the board in the name of 
the hospital's entire staff. Presentation was 
made at Monday's regular board meeting. 
The resolution states: 


' Whereas, Leon P. Gideon has served as a 


member of the Board of Trustees for Mercy 
Hospital since 1847, and as president of that 
Board from December, 1963, to December, 
1969, and again from December, 1971, to 
December, 1972, and 


"Whereas, Leon P. Gideon through his 


wise counsel and guidance, broad vision and 


untiring devotion to the interest of Mercy 
Hospital has contributed greatly to the 
growth and success of the Hospital, and 


"Whereas, this board on its own behalf and 


on behalf of the Officers , Employees and 
Medical Staff of Mercy Hospital wishes to 
acknowledge and recognize Leon P. Gideon's 
devoted and effective service as President of 
the Board of Trustees, and his years of ser- 
vice as a member of such Board. 


"Now, therefore, be it resolved, that this 


Board on its own behalf and on behalf of the 
Officers, Employees and Medical Staff of 
Mercy Hospital does hereby recognize and 
acknowledge with sincere gratitude the ser- 
vices Leon 1'. Gideon rendered the Hospital, 
and (lie outstanding contribution those ser- 
vices have made to the growth and success of 
the Hospital: 


"Unanimously Adopted By The Board Of 


Trustees of Mercy Hospital On December 
1372." 


STEVEN KNEZEVIC 
Dies after accident 


morning that he and his son 
were riding in a pickup truck in 
Rosemont, 111., about 3 p.m. 
Sunday when the truck was hit 


on the driver's side by a car. 


At the time of the accident, 


Steven said he was alright, his 
father reported. 


Steven was born Oct. 29, 1960. 
Surviving besides his parents 


is a grandmother, Mrs. Stella 


Coungeris of Coloma. 


Funeral services will be held 


at 2 p.m. Thursday in the Greek 
Orthodox church, Bciilon Har- 
bor. Rev. Christos D. Moulas 
will officiate. Burial will be held 
in North Shore Memory Gar- 


dens. 


Memorial rites will be held at 


6:45 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Davidson 
chapel, 
Coloma, 


where friends may call this 
evening after 7 p.m. today 


The first in a series of four 


Benlon 
Harbor 
community 


forums will be held Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. in Seely McCord 
school. 


Speakers will be Raymond 


Srebolh, 
superintendent 
of 


schools; Ben Davis, Model Ci- 
ties director; Charles Morrison, 
city manager; Virgil May, city 
commissioner; 
Fran 
Carter, 


Michigan Bell, Detroit; and 
Charles 
Sanders, 
attention 


center for youth. 


Mayor Charles Joseph said 


each speaker will make brief 


remarks and there will be a 
question and answer session. 
He said the forums are lo 
provide grass-root reporting on 
municipal government, social 
agencies business and indus- 
try. The forums were part of 
Joseph's campaign platform. 
They 
are 
organized 
by 


CharFreJos, a group working 
for redevelopment of Benlon 
Harbor. 


Forums will be held on suc- 


cessive Wednesdays at Sterne. 
Brunson, Morton and Columbus 
schools. 


TRAFFIC CHECK POINT: State police ran a safety 
check lane on Eighth street in Benton Harbor 
Monday, inspecting autos for defective equipment. 
Lane at left is stopped while troopers go over 
windshield wipers, brakes, lights and other equip- 


ment. Lane at right moves through after examina- 
tion of operators' licenses. Equipment checks arc 
on a spot basis because inspection of all cars would 
snarl traffic. Yesterday's check produced about 


seven tickets for violations. One three weeks ago on 
Britain avenue netted 30. Checks are carried out 
with cooperation of Benton Harbor police who are 
training to start similar program. (Staff photo) 


BH Commission Opposes School Split-Up 


' 
The Benlon Harbor city commission by a 7 to 0 vote last night 


went on Jfccord as opposing fragmentation of Benton Harbor 
Area schools. 


• 
The commission's action was in response to the Benlon Har- 


bor Area board of education which voted last week not lo oppose 
transfer of pai|t of Sodus township from Bcnton Harbor Area 
district to Eau Claire. 


The resolution adopted by the city commission said it of- 


ficially supports the concept of a consolidated, integrated school 
district and the transfer of Sodus "will promote racial isolation, 
de jur and de facto segregation.. ." 


Mayor Charles F. Joseph presented the resolution. It was 


moved by Commissioner F. Joseph Flaugh and seconded by 
Commissioner Bonlta BranscumH. 


"Be it therefore resolved: 


"That one of the primary concerns of the City Commission of 


the City of Benton Harbor is the continuation of quality educa- 
tion for the children of the City of Benton Harbor and the ad- 
jacent communities, and 


"That a factor in the attainment of quality education is the 


self-concept of children, and their perception of sclf-worlh, as 
mirrored by their acceptance from the community in which they 
live and in which their parents work and rear a family, and 


"That this positive self-image is done irreparable harm when 


they are told, in effect, that their presence In a school system 
renders that school system undesirable or unworthy of atten- 
dance, and the educational process in that school system unac- 
ceptable because they share in the process, and 
J 


"That to the end that segregation implies and supports 


theories of superiority and Inferiority, worth and lack of worth; 
the federal and state courts have decreed that segregation Is 


inherently unconstitutional, violent to the spirit, harmful to the 
psyche and degrading lo the potential of all persons, and 


"That any attempt lo segregalc school children must he 


strongly opposed with all legal, moral and political efforts. This 
opposition must begin now and continue until the purveyors of 
racial isolation arc defeated in their attempt lo segregate Die 
school district, and 
/ 


"That this opposition must he undertaken by Die City Com- 


mission of the City of Benlon Harbor and all citizens because the 
proposed fragmentation most directly and adversely affects Ihe 
children living and attending scliool in the inner-city. These 
children deserve llic highest quality of education from the 
highest caliber eeiicators and under conditions most conducive 
to bolh academic and personal growth and development. This Is 
a necessary investment to provide for good citizens and leaders 


of the future, and 


"That we must repudiate (hose who endorse the policies of 


systematic containment on the basis of race. We must repudiate 
them if they espouse racial separation on the grounds of safely 
for whiles or on the grounds of "nationhood" for blacks, and 


"That the Cily Commission officially supports (he concept of 


a consolidated scliool district, of an integrated school district 
and of administration policies that work toward leaching 
children to live and Icaru logelher wilh mutual respect 
tolerance and understanding, and 


"This Commission will cooperate lo the extent necessary with 


other organizalions, groups or individuals to insure the fulfill- 
ment of the 
1954 Supreme Court Decision calling for 


desegregation of students, faculty and facilities within the 
Bcnton Harbor Area Schools district." 
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Three Covert Township Levies Pass Easily 


- 
. 
'':••'• 
- 
' M. 
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COVKRT.— A light liiniout of Covert township voters 


approved renewal of three |>ru|ivrty lax millago levies for 
.financing 
of 
police, ambulance service and 
a mail 


improvement program yesterday. 


Tutviisliiji Clerk P. B. Hoffackcr said »5» of the township's 


1,511 registered vntcrs cast ballots. According lo the clerk, W 
were absentee ballots. One was spoiled. 


llofuckprsaid Hie voles will be submitted loda.v ID the euunl.v 


elections board for canvassing. 


Tabulations compiled by township election workers showed 


llic lhrcc-i|iiarUT mill police levy passing 2"7 to -1:1; the nne- 
(juarlcr mill ambulance levy being approved, 232 It) 2-t; and the 
mad levy passing 222 In :):). The mad issue involved renewal of 
a !.."> mill portion of a previous two-mill levy. 


Kaeli iif the levies is lo run Tor five years. 


Iho police U \ \ is-^o i,use an estimated M4,000 aqnualh to 


finance operation of Hit township's Ihrcc man polite foice 
Tin. font was cieated <i!ti.r tlie levv was fust applet ill b\ 
township voters three years agu. 


According to township sources, the ambulance'lovy will 


. produce about Si:!,:iWI yearly. Two fulltiiuc attendants man the 
service with help from the township's fire department. It was 
also lannchcd three years ago. 


• the 1 5 mill lew for loads is to yield an estimated *il)j(»« 
\c.nh oi alxiut S4IWOOO during its fivevear life. Tofcpsfup 
ofl\iials have said ionic 25 projects, involving an estimated 
$403,000 are awaiting action. 


iloffaeket- said not all of the 259 voters cast ballots for eaoh\ 


of llic issues, making the individual issue totals lower than the 
total number that voted. 


Sodus Welcome, 


Claire 


MICHIGAN APPLES FOR MAYOR DALEY: Fruit' trees arc in 
bloom in southwestern. Michigan and the area's fairest goodwill 
ambassadors 
visited 
Chicago 
Mayor 
Richard 
J. 
Daley 


Monday to present him Michigan Flavorbest apples. From left: 
Missy Young, Walervliet, first runncrup in Blossom pageant: Miss 


Blo.ssumlime, Deborah Zemke, Bridgman; Mayor Daley, and Jill 
Herman, 
second 
runner-up, Benton Harbor. 
Souttivye.sltjrii 


Michigan's entire court of t!8 community queens was to visit pa- 
tients at Great Lakes Naval hospital today. Week-long Blos'som 
Festival starts April 29. (AP Wirepholo) 


River Valley Votes 5-2 


School Approved As Lottery Site 
j- j- 
»y 


THREE OAKS — Permission 


to use Kivfif Valley high school 
as an alternate site to hold a 
slate lottery drawing scheduled 
lo be held here June 14 was 
(•ranted last night by Iho school 
board. 


The weekly lottery drawing 


is scheduled in Three Oaks 
during 
week-long 
activities 


climaxing with the 2()lh annual 
Flag day parade June 17. The 
observance is sponsored by 
American Legion Post 211-t of 
Three Oaks. 


.lames Boughner, represent- 


ing the Flag day committee, 
explained to the board thai 
first choice 
fur 
the lottery 


drawing is St. Mary's parish 
hall in Three Oaks. However, 
be said, if this is not acceptable 
lo stale officials. Ibe committee 
wanted approval for use of the 
high school as ail alternate site. 


Board approval came ou a 5-2 


vote with Adrian VauGinhovcn 
and Mrs. Uciris llice casting 
negative, 
votes. 
Mrs. 
Mice 


explained (hat she personally 
was unl opposed to use of 
.school facilities, but thai she 


didn't 
feel 
the majority of 


school district residents would 
approve. 


Voting for the measure were 


Cieorge 
I.o/mack, 
William 


llausniann. Dixie Pinkslon, .lay 
Sexton and Roger Siewcrl. 


In other action, Supl. Harold 


Sauser reported tlie higli school 
had been accredited again tins 
year by North Central Associa- 
tion. «f Secondary Schools. 


The board voted to renew a 


-healing maintenance contract 
with Honeywell corporation for 
l!IT:i-74. ul a cost of $2,5.11, an 


increase of SMI over present 
contract 


Action on installation of a 


gnu-cl wall well at the New 
Troy Campus was deferred, 
pending more information. 


Due. lo the Memorial day ob- 


servance falling on May 28, 
dale of second regular 
ay 


meeting, the board voted lo 
change the meeting date to 
Tuesday, May 2!), at ti p.m. 


One year leaves of absence 


were granted to Susan Bender, 
fifth grade at Three Oaks, and 
Lois 
Summer. 
New 
Trov 


elemcnlan , and si\, months 
leave lo Donna .Heckathorn, 
Thiee Oaks special education 
teaihei 


The 
bnaid 
accepted 
the 


resignation of. Kenneth Myprs 
head custodian at Three-.Oaks 
who is retiring July 1.after'-2 
years, and William \Vatkins 
custodian 
al 
Three Oaks 


retiring after1 five years. 


.lay Sexton was oleclod-vntiug 


delegate and William Haus- 
nunm alternate for the 'Inter- 
mediate sellout district hoard 
election -lime -1. 


Make Lincoln's 
Creed Your Own, 
Cass GOP Told 


CASSOI'OI.IS — Kepublicans 


who have ''sidestepped uncom- 
fortable issues" should now 
pitch in and go to work on them. 


Thai was the message Mrs. N. 


I.(«TaiiH" Beebe. former .stale 
senator from \Vayne county, 
brought to 1SJII persons al tile 
Cass (lOP's Lincoln Day dinner 
last night al Diamond Harbor 
Inn, Cassopolis. 


Slating there are children in 


her 
home 
county 
who go 


hungry, 
Mrs. 
Heche 
said 


Kepublicans must nut fail to 
"step forward" and act on such 
problems. 
Action 
must 
be 


taken, she said, because of the 
principles of the Republican 
parly. 


Lincoln 
would 
not 
have 


tolerated such conditions, she 
said. Mrs. 
Beebe told 
her 


audience to make Lincoln's 
philosophy their own.- 


Currenlly, Mrs. licclic is 


executive 
director 
of 
the 


Michigan Council of Consumer 
Affairs and chairwoman of the 
Michigan Women's' commis- 
sion. 


Commenting on other issues, 


Mrs. Bccbe snid: 


—On the status of women: 


"Women 
arc 
discriminated 


against in Michigan, especially 
in state government." 


—On'American Indians: "I 


can't approve of Wounded Knee, 


but it points out Indians have 
been deprived of liieir rights." 
Indians deserve 
"mure than 


they have, been getting," she 
.stated. 


—On persons w i t h mental 


handicaps: "My goal is that 
people identify them (the men- 
tally handicapped) as persons 
wilh the right to live as you and 
1 live." 


Speaking 
with 
reporters 


following, her 
speech. Mrs. 


licebc staled that passage of tin- 
proposed 
('((ua) 
rights 
for 


women amendment lo tlie U.S. 
constitution will be a struggle. 


She 
said 
tlie 
Michigan 


Womo.n'.s 
commission 
and 


similar groups 
around 
the 


country arc working lo counter 
"emotional appeals" by op- 


GOP GET-TOGETHER: U.S. Rep. Edward Hiilehinsim,' left, Mrs. N. Lorraine 


1 Boefoe, I'xei-nliVc director of Michigan Council of Consumer Affairs, and stale 


Rep. 
Do Forrest Strung (Sturgis) meet at Cass GOP Lincoln Day dinner in 


Ca.ssopolis la.sl nighl. .Mrs. BeeLie, keynote speaker, called on Republicans to 
live up lo principles of Lincoln. (Staff photo) 


pnnrnls of the measure. 


Tho -women's comim'ssion is 


now studying possible changes 
in Michigan law lo improve the 
legal status of women, she slat- 


eel. She said the commission's 
lawyers (all women) hope to 
have proposals 
for changes 


ready for release in .July. 


Present al the dinner besides 


•*-i'&:C."-.< •• •- -,;• •'-'" 


county and township officials 
were 
U. S. 
Hop.' ftthyard 


Ilutchinsiin (SI. .Joseph) and 
state Hep. DcKorresl Striing 
(Slurgis). 
* 


EAU CLAIRE — ^resolution 


not to oppose th'e' so-called 
Sodus school, transfer 
vyas 


approved, with two qiialifica- 
lions, by the Eau Claire school 
board last night. 
.- •• 


The proposed transfer would 


switch the old-'Sodus.. Chadwick 
and Ml. Pleasant ...school djs- 
Iricls from the Benton Harbor 
district to the Eati Claire dis- 
trict. It-has been requested by 
petition b.v^ residents of the 
three old districts. 


The ftualificatious attached 


by tlie Eau Claire board specify 
that Kali Claire is not willing to 
pay more than SI for the Sodus 
sihnul building.and'.rcscrvc for 
the board the, right to review 
its decision' after the aiilourtt of 
Ben ton Harbor debt Eau Claire 
would have to assume becomes 
known. 


The Benton Harbor school 


board hiis. Voted;, nqt to oppose 
the petition. 
, 


A similar proposal, then in- 


volving the-former'Stump dis- 
trict, was turned down by the 
county 
intermediate -school 


board and state authorities in 
1972. 
. ;. 
". , 


A hearing on the current 


proposal is scheduled by the 
intermediate board tonight, at 
7:30 p.m. at Berrien Springs 
high school. 
; 
• 


According 
to Mrs. Reva 


Murphy, Eau Claire 
board 


secretary, the Eau Claire board 
has been led to believe that the 
Sodus area's share of Benton 
Harbor schools's total debt is 
about $35,00(1. She said she 
believes the board is willing to 
assume the share as long as it 
does not "grossly'exceed"'the 
$3a,m figure. 
- . - ' . ' 


Eau Claire district and Sodus 


area residents we're told by 
school 
officials 
before 
the 


board took • its vote. that Eau 
Claire does not inlend to'-.con- 
tinue .operations iti 'the .Sodus 
school if tlie proposed transfer 
takes place 
. i 


William Schaefer, elemen- 


tary principal, said 
Sodus 


elementary school students can 
be assimilated into present Eau 
Claire classrooms- and no staff 
increases will be needed, 


John Laskaridcs, high school 


principal, said 41) of the TO 
Sodus 
area 
high 
school 


students are already enrolled 
al Eau Claire high school 'as' 
tuition students. \te, said Eau 
Claire buses already cover the 
majority of the Sodus area lo 
pick up those students. 


He said Eau Claire now lias 


379 high school students, and 
said those students would .use 
only Ml per cent of the Capacity 
of the new Eau Claire high 
school. 
' 


Laskaride.s and Schaefer said 


the general trend in the exist 
ing 
district 
is 
towards a 


declining enrollment. 
.• 


Laskarides 
said 
migrant 


enrollmcnl is down by HO per 
cent, which he attributed lo 
more 
widespread 
use 
of 


mechanical pickers; 


Schaefer said the;,number of 


students enrolled in each grade 


is fewer than Iho''number, "of 
students .in ;lhe next -.higher 
"grade.. He'said the schools 
currently 
'operate. 
three 


classrooms of each grade, but 
falling enrollment is making 
necessary consideration of- cut- 
ting back to two classrooms in 
some grades. 
Two Women who identified 
themselves as residents of the 
Sodus area spoke in opposition 
of the IransfeV. 
, 


- 
In other action last night, Hie 


hoard voted to go oh record 


opposirig'Sproposal in-theistate 
house of icprtsentatives which 
would gi\c school boards power 
lo tav wilhout taking a vole of 
school dislricl' residents. 


Plane Search Ends 
m 1R011 (\l>) -The CIM! 


\n V itiol at tlie ictmcst of the 
U S Co ist Guard Ins suspend- 
ed a .search- for ail, airplane 
piloted 1>\ Hofoert lov, 3' of 
B\ion, who di ippeared Friday 
night. 


Hartford Twp. 
Supervisor To 
Take State Job 


HARTFORD — Claude II. 


lliirath, 
Hartford 
township 


supervisor since 1971, is resign- 
ing the: position to take a job 
with the state; 
; -• ,: . - 


Unratli confirmed yesterday 


that he has submitted a written 
resignation'trr Helen Mayhek 
township clerk. He saifl (lie ten- 
tative effective date of the 


j resignation is .lime 1. 
''.Thedate is lontalivc. he said, 
because, an assessment appe d 
filed with Ihc'slalc lax comiius 
'sioli by a township taxpayer is 
still pending. 
• 


Unralh is taking ajub as stale 


boiler inspector for an eight- 
county southwestern Michigan 
area. He said civil service 
••employes arc not allowed to 
hold elective jobs. 


... >. He .was first appointed super 
":visor in Nov.. 1071, and elected 
to a two-year term last year. 


1 Cook Plant 


U U Dfr tSRATH 
Supervisor reshjns! 


Van Buren Official Denies 6Time' Suit 


PAW PAW — Van Hnren Prosecutor William lluhl denied yesterday that he 


presently plans court aclinn, individually or as part of agroup. lo keep the 
county or any other counties on Eastern Standard Time, 


Buhl made his statement following a Saturday news dispatch in a 


Kalamazni! newspaper which said that Buhl and prosecuting attorneys in Cass 
and Herrien counties will join in such an action. 


In a press release, llnhl termed the report "erroneous" and said lhal he has 


nul b<en lonsiillid in his offici d <apacil\ about such action the «>unU might 


lake or want In lake. 


lie said that llic report apparently wax the:pf<Miicl of a news conference field 


by Berrien County Commissioner Carl Gnodi)\(i 


"Neither (inodtkc nor an\onc elsi has approached me about such action and 


none is being taken as of (his lime,'" Buhl added. 


The three county boards of commissioners hai c asked the U. S. Department 


of Transportation lo be transferred to the.'.Ccfiffcil Time Zone. 


Sports Equipment 
i 


V 
• 
' 
' 


To Be Displayed 


. 
. 
- 
. 
- 
. 
' 
' ? 


) 
iJRIDGMAN — Camping, boating, fishing and other 001- 
< 


' 
door sports equipment will be on display Satuiday and r, 
Sunday, April 28-29 at (he Cook Nncleai center, Briilgnjan J 


Tlie show at the Indiana and Michigan Flcctrn conipanv \ 


facility will be held from 10 a m to 3 p m Satur/lai and » 
frqm noon to'6 p.m. Sunday. 
/ , 


t 
Equipment (o be on displav includes tampers, tuicl 
I 


* 
trailers, canoes, fishing boats and tackle The. show is to ^ 


» 
include products of!2 area merchants according to an l&M '' 
slaterncnt. 
• 
'; 


t 
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EARLY CROP 
Workers Are Needed 
To Pick Asparagus 


The milS weather of recent weeks qas set thei aspafagun 


harvest in motion at least1 two weeks ahead ofnoimal, and'tliej-e 
DC mil enough workers oh hand to harvest the parlv spcar$ , 


>trs. Aniclia D. Schcrer, manager of the rural manpower of- 


fice at Scottdalc, said her office has or«nmxs for 12* people 
immediately to help with hanpest and for 5 to 10 tractor opera- 
tors.. . 
' 
•' 
. 
-,• 
i 


Persons-or family groups interested in job assignments 


should contact the office between 7 a m and 5 p m daily, 


ivM«nday through Friday. 


She said the asparagus is developing at least two weeks ahead 


of normal and perhaps as much »s.three wceki>( Migrant 
workers who ncrmally.com* to-Michigan early to'pfck ij. 
para-jus have not arrived yet, she explained. 


